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Introduction

Dissemination of GridPP’s achievements has gone very well this year, with a Dissemination Officer appointed in January 2004. The project has had press coverage, a new look and an award for the website. 

GridPP logo and website

We felt that GridPP needed a new logo and overall look, to reflect the more professional aims of the production Grid service in GridPP2. A logo was designed by graphic artists from Queen Mary, University of London and agreed after a number of iterations by the Project Management Board. This was then incorporated into new powerpoint and poster templates, folders and a stand, and launched at the UK e-Science All Hands Meeting (AHM) in September. The GridPP website was also redesigned to reflect the new look, winning ‘Best e-Science project website’ at the AHM, in a competition organised by the UK e-Science programme. The website currently receives around 100,000 successful pages requests each month, a factor three increase from the start of the year. We now plan to re-organise some parts of the website to make content more easy to find, particularly for those new to GridPP.

Demonstrations

GridPP has had demonstration stands at several events this year, including: the IoP HEPP Group meeting in Birmingham; the First EGEE Conference in Cork; the UK e-Science All Hands Meeting in Nottingham; Computing for High Energy Physics (CHEP)’04 in Interlaken; and Supercomputing 2004 in Pittsburgh. At each of these we demonstrated the UK Real-time Grid Monitor, developed at Imperial College, which can be seen at: http://www.hep.ph.ic.ac.uk/e-science/projects/demo/index.html The monitor attracted a great deal of interest and received very favourable comments from, among others, Les Robertson, Bob Jones, Peter Kacsuk and Ian Foster. During the next year we will continue to develop the monitor, building it into the new GridPP portal which will also be used for demonstrations.

Press  and news

Working with PPARC, GridPP has put out three press releases during the year:

· Grid Computing Steps up a Gear, 1 April (to mark the launch of EGEE) http://www.pparc.ac.uk/Nw/egee_launch.asp
· CERN recognizes UK's outstanding contribution to Grid computing, 2 June (in partnership with CERN) http://www.pparc.ac.uk/Nw/awards.asp
· The Grid becomes a reality, 1 September (to mark the AHM) http://www.pparc.ac.uk/Nw/grid_reality.asp
All these resulted in a number of press articles, but the final release was the most successful, gaining coverage in publications such as the Guardian
, technology sites including The Register
, Slashdot
, and Zdnet
 and even the South African Broadcasting Corporation
.

We have also published 31 news items on the GridPP website since the start of February 2004 (http://gridpp.ac.uk/news).

Other  areas

Other activities over the past year include:

· CERN gave awards to two GridPP researchers for their contribution to Grid research: a CERN-UK award for outstanding achievement in Grid development to Dr Andrew McNab of the University of Manchester; and a CERN-UK lifetime achievement award to Dr Frank Harris of CERN and Oxford University.

· 11 papers or posters were presented by GridPP project members at the UK e-Science All Hands Meeting.

· There are 20 posters on the GridPP website, 65 talks and 98 publications.

· We have worked with Science Communication Master’s students from Imperial College to produce a GridPP film.

· We are writing a 120-page paper for the Journal of Physics G, detailing the work of GridPP1. The current version can be found at http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/papers/jphysg
Future activities

Sarah Pearce, the GridPP Dissemination Officer, will move to half-time working from January 2005. GridPP will employ a more junior ‘Events Officer’, to manage meetings and conferences (see job advert at http://www.ph.qmul.ac.uk/jobs/events_officer.shtml. Future priorities for the next six months are:

· To run a trial GridCafe dissemination event in a UK science centre or museum, based on material prepared by CERN for their recent open day.

· Encouraging non-HEP use of the Grid, including running an application jointly on NGS and LCG.

· To extend industry involvement, for example by working with NeSC on their Grid knowledge network.

· Developing GridPP demonstrations and incorporating them into the new GridPP portal.

· Re-organising the GridPP web pages. Working with GOC and LCG on user-friendly monitoring pages for each site, for example showing number of machines, jobs running etc. in an easily understandable format.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/online/story/0,,1299693,00.html" ��http://www.guardian.co.uk/online/story/0,,1299693,00.html�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.theregister.co.uk/2004/09/03/grid_computer_demo/" ��http://www.theregister.co.uk/2004/09/03/grid_computer_demo/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://science.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=04/09/05/1753220&tid=126&tid=137&tid=1&tid=14" ��http://science.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=04/09/05/1753220&tid=126&tid=137&tid=1&tid=14�


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.zdnet.co.uk/hardware/0,39020351,39165622,00.htm" ��http://news.zdnet.co.uk/hardware/0,39020351,39165622,00.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.sabcnews.com/world/europe/0,2172,87041,00.html" ��http://www.sabcnews.com/world/europe/0,2172,87041,00.html�
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