

GridPP-PMB-79-Dissemination-1.0.doc
[image: image1.png]Grid—-

UK Computing for Particle Physics





	[image: image2.jpg]



	GridPP Project Management Board


Dissemination Report 

February 2006

	
	Document identifier :
	GridPP-PMB-79-Dissemination

	
	Date:
	8/2/2006

	
	Version:
	1.0

	
	Document status:
	FINAL

	
	Author
	Sarah Pearce


Introduction

GridPP’s dissemination activities have continued strongly, with a number of key events, including gathering major figures involved in the development of the internet, web and Grid for the ‘Beyond Einstein’ webcast. Press reports have included articles on GridPP in Silicon.com and Computerworld. We have also instigated a small dissemination awards scheme for GridPP members, which has three ongoing projects. We have recently recruited a new Events Officer, Neasan O’Neill.

GridPP website

The GridPP website continues to play a central role in our dissemination work. The number of page requests has stayed consistently high, with nearly 110,000 requests in the peak month of August 2005 (corrected to remove requests from known search engine bots). 

Two new areas of the site have been developed since the last Oversight Committee meeting. Stephen Burke, the GridPP Documentation Officer, has established an extensive User Area (http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/deployment/users/), with helpful introductory pages and links to relevant documentation. Secondly, a GridPP Wiki has been set up (http://wiki.gridpp.ac.uk/wiki/Main_Page). An extension of the GridSite web management system was developed, called GridSiteWiki, allowing GridPP members to identify themselves to the Wiki using their e-science certificate. The Wiki now has more than 250 pages, ranging in subject from ’ATLAS’ to ‘Work Load Management’. It is being widely edited, with nearly 200 changes in the last week.

With the expansion of the website, it is becoming harder to ensure it remains up-to-date and dead links are pruned. Over the next few months we will consider how management of the site can be made more formal. Over the shorter term, the new Events Officer is rationalising and redrafting the introductory pages on the site.

Events and demonstrations

Since the last Oversight Committee meeting, GridPP has presented demonstrations at two major events. The UK e-Science All Hands Meeting 2005 was held at Nottingham University on 19-22 September. As in previous years, GridPP shared space on the PPARC stand with Astrogrid. Our main demonstration was the Real Time Grid Monitor (http://gridportal.hep.ph.ic.ac.uk/rtm/, see image below). The monitor was substantially rewritten to take into account the large number of jobs on LCG, and to display Phedex transfers. It attracted a great deal of positive attention and encouraged many delegates to stop at the stand, including from a South Korean TV crew. 


As well as the Real Time Monitor, GridPP members presented a number of other well-received demonstrations on the PPARC stand, including on Ganga, Grid security and R-GMA. 

The Real Time Monitor was also demonstrated by Dave Colling and Roger Jones at Supercomputing 2005, at Seattle in November. The GridPP demonstration was part of the UK e-Science stand, which saw 1300 visitors during the conference, 30% up on last year’s total. Pete Clarke and Barney Garrett from GridPP were involved in the triumph, for the third year in a row, of particle physics in the SC05 Bandwidth Challenge, winning with "Distributed TeraByte Particle Physics Data Sample Analysis". UK participation in the collaboration came from UKLight and the University of Manchester.

Beyond Einstein Webcast

On 1 December, GridPP members participated in CERN’s marathon 12 hour live webcast, Beyond Einstein, as part of the Einstein Year celebrations. The UK contribution came from Imperial College, airing at 16:30 to 18:30 GMT and covered the Internet, Grid Computing and Neutrinos. Initial estimates suggest the webcast was watched by 30-50,000 people, with the Imperial sections amongst the most viewed. The archived material of the webcast is at http://wyp.digitalidentity.it/ Interviewees included Internet and web pioneers Peter Kirstein, Bob Kahn and Robert Cailliau, and Grid developers Carl Kesselman, Neil Geddes and Bob Jones. GridPP sponsored the event, funding publicity material and some travel expenses.

Press and News

Working with PPARC, GridPP put out three press releases since the last Oversight Committee meeting:

· Challenging the world's largest computing Grid, 21/09/2005, about the UK’s contribution to Service Challenge 3, released during AHM.

· Grid shows new way to thwart Wiki vandals, 22/09/2005, about the development of GridSiteWiki. Also released during AHM.

· Beyond Einstein- World Wide Webcast, 21/11/2005

We also worked on two other press releases:

· Trust on the Grid goes global, 05/10/2005, released by CCLRC, about the formation of the International Grid Trust Federation

· Particle physics computing comes to Birmingham, released by Birmingham University, to coincide with the GridPP14 Collaboration meeting.

A number of media stories were generated directly by the press releases (for example, Grid technology stalls Wiki vandals in The Register, and Physicists put huge computing grid through its paces in silicon,com). The PPARC magazine, Frontiers, published several items about GridPP’s work. GridPP was also contacted directly by journalists writing feature articles, resulting in World's biggest grid seeks secrets of the universe in silicon.com, and Planet-Scale grid, in Computerworld.

We also published 20 news items on the GridPP website (http://gridpp.ac.uk/news). 

Publications

GridPP’s paper ‘GridPP: Development of the UK computing grid for particle physics’, was published in the Journal of Physics G in November 2005. The paper introduces Grid computing and outlines the work done by GridPP during its first phase. It is supplemented by an extensive technical annex, which gives details of GridPP’s applications, middleware, deployment and management achievements. The paper is at http://stacks.iop.org/0954-3899/32/N1 (registration required).

GridPP members also presented 14 papers and posters at the UK e-Science All Hands Meeting, and have submitted abstracts for 22 papers and posters for CHEP06.

Biomedical data challenge

In a key achievement for cross-disciplinary work, GridPP contributed substantially to EGEE’s first biomedical data challenge in July and August 2005. Entitled WISDOM (Wide In Silico Docking On Malaria), the Franco-German led challenge saw production of over 46 million docked ligands - this would have taken over 80 years on a single PC. GridPP was a major participant in the challenge, with CPU used at RAL, Lancaster, Oxford, Glasgow, Birmingham, Manchester, Edinburgh and Imperial College. Overall, the UK processed the second highest number of biomedical jobs of any country in July and August, with GridPP contributing approximately 100,000 kSI2k-hours of CPU time.

Dissemination awards scheme

 To encourage GridPP groups in innovative dissemination activities, we have run two rounds of a small dissemination awards scheme. This funds up to £2,000 towards GridPP members’ dissemination activities. So far, awards have included funding for:

· a summer student to work at Cambridge on a Ganga demo (see http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/news/-1125481285.175346.wlg).

· RAL to produce GridPP ‘magic cubes’, for distribution at particle physics masterclasses. These are currently being designed.

· Birmingham to run an education competition, where school students will present the ideas behind the Grid, the LHC and its experiments to audiences at their schools. The kick-off meeting for this attracted students from 8 West Midlands schools on 2 February (see http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/news/-1139224935.867550.wlg)

Future work

Over the next few months, the GridPP dissemination team will be focussing on:

· producing a GridPP brochure aimed at Parliamentarians and other policy- and decision-makers.  This will describe the Grid, the particle physics drivers and set out GridPP’s main achievements, at an appropriate level. We plan to work with PPARC to produce the brochure, and aim to distribute it through magazines such as Frontiers and House.

· a new design for GridPP posters, in time for Particle Physics 2006 at Warwick.

· updating the web site.

· collaborating with the LHC Promotion Steering Group on their plans for publicity when the LHC is turned on.

· working with the Dana Centre (part of the Science Museum) on a potential Grid public engagement event.
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